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The Current Population Survey (CPS) provides a wealth of information on the nation’s labor force including data on the employed, unemployed, and those
not in the labor force. Key CPS measures are the unemployment rate, labor force participation rate, and employment-population ratio.

Explore CPS topics to learn about people’s work and job search activity and various demographic characteristics.
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Note: Shaded area represents recession, as determined by the National Bureau of Economic Research.

Persons whose ethnicity is identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race.
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Understanding BLS Unemployment Statistics

UNDERSTANDING BLS UNEMPLOYMENT
STATISTICS

Learn how the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates the
unemployment rate.
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NEWS RELEASES

unemployment rate changes little at 4.1%
03/07/2025

Full-time wage and salary workers median weekly earnings are
$1,192 in 4th quarter 2024

01/22/2025
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NEXT RELEASE

The Employment Situation for March 2025 is scheduled to be released
on April 4, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

See the CPS release calendar for a schedule of news releases on other
topics.
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= Median weekly earnings $946 for
workers with high school diploma,
$1,533 for bachelor's degree

. ~ In the third quarter of 2024, full-time
s wage and salary workers age 25 and
over, across all levels of education, had
median weekly earnings of $1,233. This
was 5.2 percent higher than a year
earlier. By comparison, prices rose 2.6 percent over the same period as
measured by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-

U). read more »
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MOST REQUESTED TABLES

Occupation by sex, race, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity

Occupation by age group

Industry by sex, race, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity
Industry by age group
Earnings by occupation and sex

read more »
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